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Shocked that a) a police officer would just come over and talk to them – as most had experienced negative 
interactions with the police in their home countries - and b) that police officers would be interested in 
playing a friendly game that all parties shared a true passion for, the group not only stated they would be 
interested, but would view it as an honor. 
 
This past weekend, the first game was held at Kiwanis Park.  Complete with referees and all facets of a 
regulated game, the event was truly a sight to behold…People from differing backgrounds bonding over 
their similar passion for a game. I was personally honored to witness such an interaction!  
 
Though the TPD  lost 0-1, everyone in attendance had their lives altered for the better…barriers were 
broken, perceptions were changed, and friendships were formed.  There will no doubt be a re-
match.  And, as word has spread quickly through the various soccer teams who play pick-up games in 
Tempe, future TPD soccer games against different teams are being planned. 
 
To Lt. Pooley, Ofc. Guzman, Ofc. Morel and all the other members of the TPD soccer team, “THANK 
YOU” for recognizing a need, being innovative, taking a chance, and focusing on what our mission as law 
enforcement officers should be at all times…to be full-time PEACEMAKERS. 
 
Stay Safe, 
 
Tom Ryff 
Chief of Police   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 


